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29 As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation. It asks for a 

sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah.  30 For as Jonah was a sign to the 

Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to this generation.  31 The Queen of the South will 

rise at the judgment with the people of this generation and condemn them, for she came 

from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom; and now something greater than 

Solomon is here.  32 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation 

and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and now something greater 

than Jonah is here. 
33 “No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl. 

Instead they put it on its stand, so that those who come in may see the light.  34 Your eye is 

the lamp of your body. When your eyes are healthy, your whole body also is full of light. 

But when they are unhealthy, your body also is full of darkness.  35 See to it, then, that the 

light within you is not darkness.  36 Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no 

part of it dark, it will be just as full of light as when a lamp shines its light on you.” 

 

For the second Sunday in a row now, we’ve opened our worship with the Advent Hymn, 

My Soul in Stillness Waits.  The verses of the hymn are written as “O Antiphons” which have 

been a part of Advent Worship in the Christian church for over twelve hundred years.  An 

“antiphon” is just a fancy word for a sentence that is sung or spoken as a part of a worship 

service, like our Verse of the Day which we have each week between the Epistle and Gospel 

lessons.  The “O Antiphons” were short, one sentence prayers offered to Jesus during Advent.  

Instead of addressing Him as “Jesus,” each one began with a different name for the 

coming Savior that had been revealed to God’s Old Testament people preceded by the word “O” 

which we use in formal addresses.  For example, one of the ancient antiphons used the name 

Root of Jesse from Isaiah 11: “O Root of Jesse, sign of God’s love for all His people: come to 

save us without delay!”  Those short little prayers remind us today of the connection that we 

have with the Old Testament believers.  Just as they prayed for that Savior to be sent into the 

world, we now pray for His return. 

Each stanza of our Advent anthem this year is in the form of an “O Antiphon.”  Last 

week we listened to Jesus’ words from Luke 11:28, “Blessed are those who hear the Word of 

God and keep it.”  Those words are the essence the prayer sung in stanzas 2 and 3.  As we hear 

the Word of God we pray that Jesus, our Spring of Joy, would fill our thirsty hearts with the 

comfort of His Word.  Where we are broken down by our lives in this world and the guilt of our 

sins, we pray that He would make us whole with the life that He gives in His gospel of 

forgiveness.  In stanza 3 we pray to Jesus as the Root of Life, asking that He would plant the 

seed of His gospel within us through the Word and Sacrament, so that as we keep His Word He 

might draw us ever closer to Him.   

Today, as we continue in our study of Luke 11 we’ll be looking at the words of stanza 1: 

“O Lord of Light, our only hope of glory, Your radiance shines in all who look to you.  Come, 

light the hearts of all in dark and shadow.” 
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Our text picks up right where we left off last week.  If you recall, the background of our 

text is that Jesus had just driven a demon out of a man and that man who had been mute began to 

speak again.  Then, rather ironically, some of the people gathered there demanded that Jesus give 

them a sign from heaven to prove His authority.  You would think that driving a demon out of 

someone and restoring his speech would be sign enough, but evidently it wasn’t.  They wanted 

something more something, perhaps, astronomical.  You can hardly help but feel sad for these 

people.  Here was Jesus standing right in front of them performing miracles that proved He was 

the Messiah and they couldn’t even see it.  They had blinded themselves to the fact that their 

Savior was right there.  And that’s what Jesus addresses with the words we have in front of us 

this morning.   

He says, “This is a wicked generation.  It asks for a sign, but none will be given it 

except the sign of Jonah.  30 For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of 

Man be to this generation.  This wicked generation of Jews failed to see that they had been 

given signs.  Throughout the generations, God had given sign after sign to His people, pointing 

them forward to the coming Messiah.  They had Jonah and Solomon, they had David and Moses 

and the Prophets, they had the Passover, the Exodus, and the rituals of the temple worship.  And 

now they had Jesus, the Lord of Light Himself, the promised Messiah standing in their midst and 

performing miracles, and it wasn’t enough.  They wanted more.  Even after they received the 

greatest sign of all, when Jesus rose again from the dead, they still refused to listen to Him. 

Thankfully, we aren’t like that wicked generation.  We don’t go asking for signs.  We 

content ourselves with the promises God has given us in His Word and the signs of His love and 

presence that He has given us in Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  We are satisfied with those and 

we never want for more.  Or do we?  One of the great gifts of the season of Advent is that it 

provides us an opportunity to perform a system check of sorts. 

So let’s get serious today and examine our souls as we wait for the Lord.  Are you 

content with the gospel of forgiveness that is proclaimed to you in God’s Word?  Are you 

content with the miracle of Baptism in which God has connected you to Himself and to Jesus’ 

work of salvation, washing your sins away and giving you an inheritance in heaven?  Are you 

content with the amazingly personal gift that He has given you in the Lord’s Supper, where He 

invites you to eat and drink His body and blood assuring you that the forgiveness which He won 

by His death on the cross is your forgiveness?  Or, do you sometimes want more? 

Yes, God, I can see all that you lay out for me in Your Word, but what would really 

assure me your power and love is if you would just (fill in the blank).  Maybe it’s healing in 

some relationship or healing some sickness of yours or a loved one’s, it could be an 

improvement in your financial situation or something as simple as a little increase in popularity 

among your co-workers or friends.  It isn’t sinful for us to ask God for those things.  In fact, He 

encourages us to do exactly that.  But we can easily make a prayer like that sinful when, in our 

minds, we turn it to some kind of test of how powerful God is or whether or not He truly loves 

us.  Some difficulty arises in our life and we start doubting.  We might think something along the 

lines of, “I know God loves me and He has a plan for me but it’s awfully hard to see it right 

now!”  It isn’t though, if we know where to look.  The truth is we couldn’t ask for any more 

proof of God’s power or evidence of His love than what He’s already given us right here in His 

Word and in the Sacraments.   

Jesus warned the wicked generation of Jews that was gathered around Him that on 

Judgment Day the men of Nineveh would stand as testimony against them.  Those Gentile 

Ninevites had listened to Jonah and his message of repentance and had turned to God for mercy.  
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And now someone even greater than Jonah was here, Jesus the Lord of Light, but they refused to 

accept Him.  The Queen of Sheba who had traveled thousands of miles to hear the wisdom of 

King Solomon would also stand in testimony against this wicked generation who had someone 

far wiser than Solomon right there among them but didn’t care to listen to what He had to say. 

If we let our sinful natures get the better of us and allow the day to day problems of our 

lives to distract us and tear us away from the message of the Gospel which we have right here at 

our fingertips, then we won’t fare any better when our Savior comes again. 

Jesus went on to say, No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be 

hidden, or under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its stand, so that those who come in may see 

the light.  That was what God had done by sending Jesus into the world to live among us.  As 

Jesus traveled throughout Israel preaching God’s Word and performing miracles He was like a 

lamp on a stand, proclaiming God’s love and radiating His grace for all to see.  Like a lamp lifted 

up onto a lamp stand, Jesus was lifted up onto a cross and in the ultimate demonstration of God’s 

mercy and love He died in our place taking the punishment for our sins on Himself.  And then 

He was lifted up again, as God raised Him from the dead exalting Him to the highest place.   

And you know that because it has been revealed to us in God’s Word.  When we find 

ourselves in moments of doubt, questioning God’s power or His love, it isn’t for lack of 

evidence.  We have sufficient evidence of God’s power and love revealed to us right here in His 

Word and Sacraments, in Jesus who brings us salvation from our sins.  If we cannot see God’s 

power, and authority, and love at work in our lives the fault lies not with Him, but with us. 

Let’s look Jesus has to say to us in the last three verses of our text:  Your eye is the lamp 

of your body.  When your eye is healthy, your whole body also is full of light.  But when it 

is unhealthy, your body also is full of darkness.  35 See to it, then, that the light within you is 

not darkness.  36 Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will 

be just as full of light as when a lamp shines its light on you.” 

That word translated as “healthy” in verse 34 really has the sense of “singular”—no 

duplicity, no ulterior motives.  When we look at Jesus with the eye of faith, the singular focus 

that God gives us through the lens of His Word, we see the Lord of Light, our only hope of 

glory—the Savior who sets us free from the darkness of our sins.  But if our eye of faith is 

clouded over with wicked selfishness and ulterior motives that seek only our own gratification, 

then we’re trapped in darkness. 

See to it, then, Jesus bids us, that the light within you is not darkness.  As you wait for 

the coming of your Lord, wait in seriousness.  Take some serious time to examine the motives 

that drive your day to day actions; look at the attitude behind your prayers to God; inspect how 

you react when God answers your prayers whether it’s in the way you hoped for or not; examine 

your care for and appreciation of the gifts God has given you in the Word and Sacraments.  And 

where you find sin—and we all will—repent.  Turn away from that sin and into the arms of your 

loving Savior.  Let the Lord of Light shine through the darkness of your shame and guilt with 

His gospel of love and forgiveness.  Let the hope of the salvation He brings be the beacon that 

guides you through whatever troubles you are currently faced with.  And when you are filled 

with that radiance of Christ, let it shine through you into the lives of those around you, so that 

through you, they too may come to know the love and power of Jesus, their Savior from sin. 

Let’s pray:  O Lord of Light, our only hope of glory, Your radiance shines in all who look 

to You.  Come, light the hearts of all who live in dark and shadow.  Amen. 

 


